
 
 

 
 
President’s Report - Moving Forward Together 
 
Arguably, like no time in recent history, has regular exercise been so important for 
our collective physical and mental health – particularly in the presence of acute 
anxiety caused by the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
We are extremely fortunate in Biathlon - that our sport is enjoyed almost 
exclusively outside and with physical distancing already a large part of our DNA. 
I’ve recently been in discussions with ski clubs throughout the province and almost 
all are reporting an increase in program registrations. This is encouraging news 
indeed! I believe this remains our biggest challenge - how to build a larger biathlon 
community in Alberta - from increased enrollment in grass roots programing to 
retaining those athletes who traditionally transition away from the sport once they 
outgrow the club programs after high school. We can do better! I’d love to hear 
your ideas on this. 
 
If I had to describe how I envision the 2020/21 season, the word that come to mind 
is “dynamic”. We will need to be ready to adapt quickly to potentially evolving 
provincial or regional health protocols.   
 
Looking back quickly at the 2019/20 season, I’m proud of the initiatives and 
progress we have made. Thanks to a Community Initiatives Program (CIP) grant, 
we are now in the process of range improvement projects at three facilities that are 
regular stops on the Calforex Cup race series: Edmonton, Camrose and Hinton. 
These facilities will have a majority of their range targets replaced with new units 
that have arrived from Europe this past summer. A special thank you to Liz Baker 
(a former board member), Geret Coyne and each of the clubs and their volunteers 
for getting this much needed work completed to ensure we have fair and equitable 
competition on these ranges, where old and faulty equipment caused problems in 
the past.  
 
We have also been actively collaborating with and identifying ways in which the 
four Nordic winter sports: Cross-County Skiing, Ski Jumping, Nordic Combined 
and Biathlon, can better utilize resources to deliver programs more effectively and 
efficiently. This has become paramount as we all face the threat of reduced 
government funding. 
 
A significant step forward in this regard was accomplished in the Spring of 2020 
when we established a partnership between the Biathlon Alberta Training Center 
(BATC) and the Alpine Insurance Alberta World Cup Academy (AIAWCA). As 
result of this partnership, it is now possible for biathletes to pursue excellence in 
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both sport and academic ambitions where BATC delivers biathlon specific training 
in Canmore and AIAWCA delivers cross-country specific training in Calgary. 
Currently, the BATC is providing biathlon training to seven AIAWCA athletes that 
are attending secondary education in Calgary, a great example of how we were 
able to leverage the best of both programs to meet the needs of young developing 
Canadian athletes. 
 
Finally, I had mentioned in my report from last year that we had hoped to expand 
the use of Ecoaim camera based rifles to augment and eventually replace air rifles 
for our youngest athletes as a means to grow our sport. Unfortunately, because of 
the prohibitive costs of the rifles, this planning relied on the sharing of equipment 
to be successful in the near-term. Clearly, this is not the year to aggressively 
pursue sharing of equipment so we will likely defer a broad transition away from 
air rifles and reassess for the 2021/22 season. In the meantime, I am pleased to 
report that the Alberta Biathlon Club has increased its Ecoaim rifle inventory to 16 
rifles and other clubs have also been able to start purchasing their own units for 
use in training. In total I estimate the provincial Ecoaim rifle inventory at 22 rifles 
as clubs begin to replace older air rifles with Ecoaims, so we are making progress! 
 
I thank you for your support and feedback throughout the 2019/20 season and look 
forward to seeing everyone out for our first events currently scheduled in Canmore 
in Nov/Dec. We are currently awaiting updated COVID protocols for safe 
competition from Biathlon Canada and will share any updates as we get them.  In 
the meantime, be dynamic, be kind to others and most of all let’s have fun! As 
always, please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any ideas about how we 
might improve and grow the sport of biathlon in Alberta! 
 
Clayton Paradis 
 


